SABAimiALA TEMPLE AHSON ( ASE 


Euiptin iJopnrl uf Shri K KrsnvA .Ylciiciil, Deputy LJs|n fc etur- 
^nu ntf tif Ffttfart* HraurJj, (li.ii {tin Slw^inl Duly) 

Tim nrai inffirmiiUmi in [life cane in tho Police wiia «m the 
night of Li? Lh . f hi i l lflhfl, when I he DovaflWiirrt Uon Sutler 
and the Preside nc of the lk , v r asowin Board Informed the 
Inspector-General of Police that when the S&nthikurun weal to 
Lhe riatrarmiala Temple on the 14th June T05Q+ ho found the 
Sreekovil, the Muiulapani and th< atuna-ruimi completely gutted 
by fiiW and the idol damaged. that tin tempts wm ia^L closed 
on the 0th &t Ednvmn 1125 (20th May IfiSO) live' usual 

FoojJi and uxcept for live ila>,i fa Malabar rrjrf^tlr whieai thtn-j- 
will hi- Fooja, tfa- Semple is usually dosed ■ ntf'Hliai tliere \r no 
habitation Cor 10 to LB miles around, thtji -Ilit Sfaiithlku^ii 
alateel that there was evidence S:hal the storo^r&jm and kitchen 
quarters haw b« i n fnrdbly entered into, vefh^lar-hgving been 
thrown out, and ihnl a kerosene lantern wa& -CgtiMvin i:he 
Sreokovil. 

The Inspector-General u£ Police linen directed Ihe District 
Superintendent ot Police, Quilou, to proceed to Lhe spot and 
make inquiries and alio informed ifn Assistant Inap^ctor* 
General of Police to pursue the inquiries ami direct the investi¬ 
gation, 

Thr District Supcrmleiutrni of police, Quilon, and party 
visited I.he Sabariniala Temple, tine acetic of occurrence. and 
inu.de inquiries The Jnspector-Cjeneral of Police and tile Aset 
Inspector ^General of Police also visited Lho accrue of occurrence 
on 20-0-1030 und rnmh- imquiricu. 

The DfatJicL Superlntcndcnl of Police, Quilon and Party 
who visited ihv temple at the agriigjct opportunity found the 
following: 

1. There were IB otd nvurfia of viol once on the door- lead¬ 
ing to the Srcekovil indicating forcible entry into I he SreefcnvU 
The catenae of such mflrka goes against Uir theory of accident. 

2, The idol was found broken, the head* iefi liquid palm 
and fingers sepurated. There were cur murks nn 11k face of 
L1 ic idol as well as. on khc.i fore head 
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If the breaking nf t_he idol alone is taken into consideration, 
a oossiblfi point that the rafters and othe: copper and other 
appliances or the mof of the Srrekovil could have fallen down 
on the idol and caused the damage arises for scrutiny, bul the 
„. a r kc of violence on the brass-plated door of the SreekovU 
together with the marks on the idol, raise the irresistible eon 
rlmtiou that the forcible entry into tin- Sreekovil was foi the 
ptirtfose of breaking the idol and that the weapon that was 
used to cause the cajt marks on the door was she same used 
io break the idol. At the scene of occurrence, there was an 
axe and it is definite that that axe was used to cut the Sreekovit 
door a® traces of VuasB were found on the sharp edge of the 
axe. and hence it has to be said that the fire was net accidental. 

Next it may be argued that the entry was for committing 
theft, but apparently that does not seem to be the motive, since 
nothing valuable, vi/.. T silver, gold and other utensils which 
were inside liavc been removed. 

The temple and ils surrounding buildings wore built up 
of wood, copper, brass, which are not easily inflammable, but 
they haw been completely burnt. This is evidence onougn -.o 
show that great effort has been made to net [ire to lhe temple 
and speaks^a deliberate action. When the Patti and party loft 
on the morning' of 6-10-1125, the temple In tact They are 
the only persons who had access into the temple and there was 
the possibility of an accident by the fit* spreading due to the 
negligent? of the Potti and his subordinates. Tims It could 
have taken plats only during their stay, u he possibility of the 
Potti and the Dent sworn party hushing up an accidental fire 
has to be ruled out, as it is clear that there cannot be a cons¬ 
piracy within the psrty itself, which consisted of several 
persons. Besides the Potti and party, there ware other 
worshippers also. These worshippers were examined ami they 
all a Late that they left the temple with the Potti and party 
and the temple was in tact when they left during the Bret week 
of Edavam, 

The possibility of fire around the forest area enveloping 
lie temple and thus bringing about the destruction of the 
temple is also out of the question, as there were no signs of 
any such forest lire around the area, amt there were ample 
indication* of a deliberate setting fire of the temple at the 


scene 





The tv tuple and aiirruuuding building as already month **l 
having been buih of martiy non-inflammable materials eoulil 
ur,t lie easily set fire tv and an a modest male motion, tlu [»• 

«,rW .. U* at l»l tor to* to too 

hours continuously as evidenced Horn tin emp yniu ji 
* h& tins and utilising doth ami other material* toset lirr tv 
ti« temple Further, there were sign* Of occupation of the 
temple premia* by a party They have mad*.- use *1 the pro¬ 
visions that were stored in the temple including eomander. 
These dearly show that great labour has been undertaken in 
committing this act. 

Alter having explained that thcli wits not Uic motive of 
the offender®, tV nest point for considerate® ifl 10 
w-hiit else is the motive and who could possibly haw dial nioti - 
From the examination uf the aecne of occurrence and attendant 
cil'tumsUnices, it wa.- possible to come to a coiiclu-wm Hint tht 
offence was a .k-liberale one well conceived and execuied, 
riien- wa^ a touch of open vandalism and desecration was the 
only purpose. The breaking of the idol after forcibly entering 
into the Sreekm-il by cuttine open the door with an axe indi¬ 
cates ferocity With this background, the whole point has_io 
be viewed With a view to find oui which community had a 
motive, an unprejudiced view has to be taken and for !kb pui- 
pose it should lie possible to prove by reasonable arguments 
lhat A particular community alone could have done this. 
Assuming that the Hindus have done this, the reasons for their 
doing and the reasons for their not doing it should be adduced. 
The following are the arguments to prove the complicity or 
otherwise of each community. 


HINDUS: Before c omm encing a discussion on this it has 
to be stated that the offence was not committal by one man 
hut onlv by a. group of jje.rsoiLs, The reason for ’hi* is that 
a single individual should have the courage ti, travel thrnigh 
t.hia dense- forest area over a Song distance, stay in the temple 
premise* and commit Lhe offence and return. This is an impos¬ 
sibility Moreover the examination of ihe scene of occurrence 
has amply proved that ihe offence could not have been com¬ 
mitted by Person and that there were signs of more than 
one person having occupied ihe temple premises Further, the 
commission of tins offence requires knowledge and familiarity 
of ibe shrine as well s> of the route leading lo the -brine 
The Sabwimakt Temple, as id ready described. is situated 
*i thr dense forests Access to this temple is through difficult 


routes, infested by wild animats Offenders have to heatS* the 
temple through such routes and fa miliar ity and knowledge of 
tile surrounding foreBt ares and luiilcs are essential requisites 
for auch an expedition Though it will not be correal i 0 state 
that there are no Hindus who are not acquainted with the place 
and route, it is reasonable to consider that Christians have got 
more familiarity and knowledge than the Hindus in this direc¬ 
tion, as they and they alone occupy the places at the base of 
these b;:!s and they arc the only persons who hunt and poach 
in the vicinity of the temple day in and day out. In short, 
they have more facilities to commit this crime than any other 
community; and it is m evidence that they have hunted and 
poached in liie vicinity during ike relevant period The forest 
lands and the areas either at the beginning of then* routes or 
lying along these routes arc all ■ ultivaied not by the Hindus 
but by the Christiana The Hindus have not and cannot have 
so much of opportunities, as the Christiana, A Christian has 
absolutely no regard for a Hindu temple or Ldol. To him a 
Hindu idol is either a piece oj stone or a block of metal. In 
short, he attached no sacredrueas for any Hmdu idol or temple 
except that he may admire as a work of an. It is otherwise 
for a Hindu. 

Whatever might be the feelings oi u Hindu towards idol 
worship, it is doubtful whether any Hindu has broken an idol 
and set fire to a temple II he is not an idol worshipper, he may 
refrain from going to the temple, but hi may not. break the 
nioJ and set fire to the temple. This offence Is not at all the 
work of a mad man ;t., evidenced from )hc method or manner 
iu which the temple was set fire to and idol broken. The 
Hindvis have no influence over 1h t - area and any party of 
Hindus cannot get into forests without being noticed by 
Christians, 

There is evidence thai tlunng the relevant period, there 
were parties of hunters within a radius of 5 6 mile? and 

any party of Hindus travelling could have been easily noticed 
by Christians and they would have come forward, A party oi 
Hindu coolies who had gone to colled minor produce had aatis- 
faclorDy explained Vheir movements and. s I borough verifies- 
Uon wa* made. They had no hand in this The Hindus have 
no purpose whatsoever by destroying this ancient sacred temple 
It is front this temple that Hindus set a large income it' in 
thi= temple that brings about unity among all classes of Hindus. 



Further, lew taste Hindus have irot such n reverence and faith 
Uiai they isdU not. entertain Uie very idea or even lirewn "f 
doing it. 

The only other argument is that the Hindu Mandat people 
could have destroyed iW temple wffli a riew ro foist the ease 
nn Christtis to 1 not only In harass them, but also to strengthen 
the solidarity of unity anions the liiffcreni sections of the 
Hindus by civaiing an atmosphere of hatred against ihe 
ChritEtians. it was my earnest consideration to make thorough 
inquiries about ihta point. Apart from the utter absence of 
evidence of mpmnents nf a Hindu party in the area during the 
relevant period, there is a very logics? .argument Lhtti ansvmtng 
that the organiaerH of thi Hindu Atandal an- sio ■ degenerated 
as to destroy their own sacred temples to foist a case against 
Lht Christians, ihey could have as well achieved their object 
hv destroying a church by themselves ami turn the tabic on 
Christians saying that the Chris Linus themselves destroyed the 
church with a view to foist ! i case on Hindus, in which cast 
they not only prewh-ve the sacred tempi:-. hut also achieve the 
purpose which they want to attain, gaining much and losing 
nothing. This point has to be. very -seriously considered. f?o 
it would prove conclusively that the Hindus would not have 
done this. Furthei if the Hindu Man dal wanted to do it, they 
would have as well done this before the Kaviyuv reconveraicm 
or even before the Hindu Manual Convention at Quilon 
Finally, if the Hindu.; hav* done this, certainly information 
would have come mil by this lime regarding the perpetrators 
l»maus** psvcholuglcally it least one of the Hindus would have 
become terror'Stricken anti blurted out the details to somebody 
It was because the offence ha* been cinnmilicd uth-er than by 
the Hindus, no information ha** so far come forth. This tv 
borne out by The fact that & Christian or a Muslim has 
absolutely no feeling for' the destruction of Hindu idol or 
temple. This, again, is a point of psychology, 

The Hindus of South India do believe in Lhe mythological 
aspect of this Forest Deity AYYAPPA and there are innumer¬ 
able stories, perhaps with historical background, creating a 
belief in the sac redness of this ancient temple with such devo¬ 
tion where reason or rationalism have no place. In short, there 
are thousands and thousands of Hindus of South India who 
Itoiieve that a visit to the temple and offerings there in the 
orthodox fashion would advance them much in their material 
prosperity and would a shield against all dangers that arc 
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likely to happen to 1 hem. All Hindus without caste, creed or 
colour have ?ueh JGeelinge oi devotion towards this deity. The 
deity is a forest deity and the genital belief amongst the 
Hindus h- liiar wiki animals ootid be j, u!il rolled by calling Lhe 
name of God AYYAPPA. For example, even the wild animals 
go away when one men urns aloud the name AYYAPPA. Devo¬ 
tion, strengthened from inc ideal to incident, created a feeling 
tj{ perpetual love towam; this deity throughout India, result¬ 
ing in a large source is r income dining the Handel am and 
Makaravilakku High i«ei sujiages, including the members of 
the Royal Family of Tr.'H'itncoie, have paid visits in all humble¬ 
ness to kneel down for blessings, The area surrounding many 
square miles is believed in all earnest rices by ail Hindus lo be 
the POOXKAVANOM OF GOD AYYAPPA. where virgin 
forests existed from bygone day™ up to now without mutilation 
or exploitation and still continue to be so to preserve the 
sanctity of the temple and its presiding deity, due to the fear 
that shooting of wild animals in these areas is a violation of 
:he Baci-^l principles ..f God and that any act was sacrilegious 
which, if committed, -uld eausi <b' j anger or wrath of God 
Exploitation of liu? area la reported to have been continuously 
protested by the- Hindus throughout though the • egion by 
the valley and plateau surrounding are not only fcrtUe for 
cultivation of tea, coffee etc., but also for othei cultivations, 
This can be seen and is in evidence in the existence of coffee, 
tea. rubber and cardamom plantations which have sprung up 
round Sabarimuti Forests. It is also reported that time and 
on, there were attempts bv nlher communities to exploit this 
area which v-t mainly prevented due to the devotion -if Lhe 
Hindus. But there were and there arc- instances of poaching 
into these hoi- preserves ny people who did not believe in the 
ancient mythological and aacred ideas and principles enter¬ 
tained by Hindus from father to son. History has repeatedly 
shown that such sacrilegious acts 111 spite of the devotion of 
the Hindus towards such ancient temples and idols have been 
commuted with a view to challenge the basic existence of the 
Hindu temples. This is not only due to the fanaticism la the 
wake of hatred but also due to a desire to put a atop to the 
influx of a large (fiction of humanity into the folds of this 
ancient religion 

Tliis is one of thi sacred temples which draw due to its 
sanctity thousands and thousands uf devotee? of all castes and 
creeds to offer thr-ij prayers i.. GOD AYYAPPA Long before 


the Fatter of Lke Nation pitched temple entry for all untouch- 

25 ^ .«** lanplc .K»a » . t«~» »** “* f 

to the whole of India. For example, the low caste . ulaya aal 
the high caste Brahmin rubbed shoulder to shoulder and offered 

temple In the pr"** day. in the wate 
*nd ontummuU tension among different —■ 
ties 1 , exhibiting the ugly sign* of enmity sig^nat one anoLbci 
this Makaravdakku stood in all it* solidary voicing fort* 
ihe union of all Hindus into one fold and the fact stood a h the 
foundation stone on which cast*. rreed andcolour 
shed away in the worship of the *U-pei vailing God- Certain 
political reasons in South India, particularly in TravancnK- 
Cochin, the economic downward trend of Th> Hindus am tht 
comparative better economic condition among tht Christian, 
and the policy of slow absorption of low caste Hindus mto the 
folds or Christianity due ui various reasons which -vert ton. in 
ously progressing in this State for centuries, to a certain extern 
jnened the «rc*» of the Hindus and tightly or wrongly, wh^hci 
political or lion-political, an apparent attempt towards uniiica- 
tion of ah Hindus was started by the union of S. N D. P, and 
N S wliich bidden tally tbougb noi materially. At l«at a& 
a propaganda value, raised the feeling of frustration and 
alarm in the minds of the common Christians, which, perhaps, 
was i*six.risible for the violent propaganda In Ctatatitt-ownerl 
papers and counter propaganda by Hindus in then own papers- 
One has to record in all eeriousnres thal the Wafcatavdakkn 
as stated above was attracting thousands and thousands of 
devotees who in all tiredness forget themselves due to 
eeattoy. travel mites and mile* through Christian arena sur¬ 
rounding the base of Sabarimalti mountain as a necklace 
Thea? 'Ayyanpaiw' sometimes violate h he ordinary .aw of 
behaviour and cross to estates owned by Christian? who cry 
in the ocean These cries, did not deter Ayyappans which in¬ 
cluded a number of people from non-Christian community. 
There are example of non Hffidna offering prayep cure ill- 
fieea o£ tlieir children wild for B&tb&r production in agriculture 
and realty offer prayers and give coconut*, ghee and what not. 
to this Forest Deity It is commonsensc under this background 
to presume that the temple with gatheciags of Jw** numb-i' 
of devoirs was a force not only exhibiting the unity of Hindus, 
hut ate. a ch <m k in the gradual absorptwsti of low caste Hindus 
into the folds of Chidsfciantty. and a I'hecl: against then conver¬ 
sion It 1* m fad that this Factor of Uu temple and. its influ¬ 
ence WRF taken e/igniiwnce of hy political lead ere to whip up 


a reprisal. It ia natural. under the ciieumstanees, to conclude 
thaL Ue formation of the Hindu Alahamandal and the some¬ 
times intolerant speeches made at the deliberations of the eon 
vention have contributed as a cause or motive foi this in¬ 
nate occurrence, 

Investigation having iwiuted out ihc hand ot Christiana 
on circumstautiaj evidence, the details of which I have riven 
below, u as natural to believe that the above facts related to 
-he motive are nut inconsistent with the evidence gatheied l 
am emphasising this point to show that the case was Invest! 
gated as an ordinary Arson ease on otter important cinums- 
tan.,ai findings with a view to trace the oJiefideis, in which the 
motive point was not taken into consideration to begin with 
and after investigating- vam on the lines mentioned above and 
bavmg arrived at conclusions. the motive point canto in mtu- 
rally m the wake of investigation. This was done with a view to 
nave an unbiased attitude from the veiy beginning of this case. 
If the investigation had disclosed the hands of Hindus or 
Mnshma, certainly there would have been natural underlying 
J filmed iat£ causes for Lhcir pci’p^tratimL 

At the first stage of investigation over a period of nearly 
a month, it was not even possible to And out the date of 
Occurrence though strenuous investigation at the scene of 
occurrence was made for a Jong period. It was not own 

Z'S.d LZ T' 1 ° Ut tht .; :h ° rtet ? rriod vdth ™ which the crime 
nomf , h r T The vide nee on this vital 

point of mv^tigaLiaii in respect of the time of occurrence that 

ttc 3 p a oSfm rh V a f 6th ° f Edavaci - ^ on which 

S Po tl t™ple and party left the temple, and 31 sr of 

Dhwam, when the Petti roomed to the temple for the Poors 

tUt the time of occurrence i, a very important factor m the 

ttatX, and even that was not conclave * 

that stage of mvostigation It was on the Tih of July, during 
the comwe of immirics. ,hai the Polite weto able to d* t h * 
penod as between 6th and 12th of Eaavam, after intorrm/atiniT 

thS-^ e . f ' oliei ' wlil ’ had visited the temple during 

th«i search for nnin m products. Tlie difDetiltv againVewnted 

D Y 8 % tended Over a week. Evmthough fnquriS 
thc actuaI ^vestigatioti was started ™ the 10th" of 
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September It was after the formation of the special party 
that th'i interrogation of Nilahantan. the Malayan Ptiudaran, 
was continued and information as to the spotting out of Jive 
persons not ween lire 10lh and 11th of Edamm in the dose 
vicinity of The Sabarimala Temple- was gathered li was possible 
to gather from Mblmntan that the rain started on the 11th 
Edavam and that he saw smoke some two days back. This 
nan-owa down the period to betw een 0?h and 11 th of Edavain. 

Approaching from l he point of view of rain, it is a.seer- 
tained from Podiyan's party ft ho party of Hindu coolies who 
went to collect minor produce) as well as from the evidence 
gathered from the su lenient of Nila banian. the first rain at 
Sabarimala was on Li Lh ol" Ei-ivam. The temple when Podiyan* 
saw on the I2l_h in j uin-, waa washed by rain. So, the conclu¬ 
sion * that the temple was burnt between 0th and 11th. Potti 
left the temple on the f}th a Her the I’Oojn before 12 O'clock. It 
J«st Pcssibie I hut the . uTendvrs could occupy the premiws 
of the temple on the afternoon of the 6th and continue their 
operations either dining Ihe night of 6-10-1123 or on the night 
ei 7-10-1123 r.ftt-i having oc&tfpicd. the p ^raises of the temple 
during the night m 6-10-1125 and the day of 7-10-1125. There 
art r-'itsom; to believe lhat during the dav perhaps attempts 
will not be made to set fire Lr> the temple ns there is the .likeli¬ 
hood of a stray pilgrim or a wandering hunting party visiting- 
the temple for skelter. It is certain that no human being can 
go through the forest ami visit the U*mpfe after dusk, 3n it 
Lb almost certain that the offence could have been committed 
TmJ\ during night time. The possibility is that the temple could 
kavf- been set dry te on the nigh- of 7- 10 1125 or on the 8th 
flight hut not possibly on die EJth or 10th eight, because at 
ie!i,Kt 12 hours arc required to burn down the temple and at 
Leant two to three hours continuous working to aet hr: to on 
acniint of the brass coverings; underneath the raftera, etc. It 
13 in -wrdence that ghee ami dollies were used to bum down 
Lhe temple. IVhen Podiyan’s party saw the- temple, the whole 
temple had gutted down. Xflakantan says that he saw columns 
of smoke three Hays prior to the first ’ rain, in all 

probability the first rain was on the 11th Nilnkanten could haw 
seen the smoke only on the 9th noon The temple therefore 
could have be**bet for to on the Till or 8th oighl, but certainly 
not after the 16th due to the aforesaid reasons. 

After having arrived at the period of oetnhtfne aa between 
oth afternoon and 16th Edavam, a close study -7 the partis 
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of hunters ami other persons who have visits the temple wss 
made I am giving below a brief topography of the fruharhnala 
temple and its surroundings 

Route*: 1 Route from Mount Estate to Sabariimh temple 

Lhs ^ugh VallakiiLamal and Chittembalametlii, This rout: is 
from the south ami l a he* one to the northern stupe ol 1 he 
temple. Thr distance be bnly 8 miles. 

2. PtOtU.e from Erumeli via A-hutha, Karima la Fampe- 
kadavu, Arjavattom P Sarankuttial and Sabcripeedhom This 
route takes one to the eastern steps of the temple and if, has 
no connection with route No 1. The total distance wrniM be 
about 21 miles, 

3. Route from Kajarapara vi a Nilak:kal joins the Erumeli 

route at Faja&pakadavu ind then via Anavaitom, Saraiikuvtisd 
and S^haripeedhom ajsd goes to the -astern steps of thr temple. 
The total dis-ance would to about 16 miles, 

4. Mathamba route. ft goe^ from Math am ba estate 

which is il mite' fiom M iindakayam m the Kottayam-Kumali 
roach 35th mile, from the estate one ha* to go along the 
Panniyar river over Vragcimala, come to Tholamiunui and 
proceed to Sabaririah through Mails disingapara, Chittunbala- 
medu and join ihe route from Mount Estate*—Varay&ttumuttn 
Polina mbalamedii—about 2V-_ miles from the temple and 
proceed to the northern steps oI the temple. The total distance 
would he abonL 21 miles. Koynad. Kuppakayum- Koanbanpura. 
fire: places near Mathambs Estate situated in a mbtlnlairious 
area. small cultivations It is ernthered In the investi¬ 

gation that there is only one party who poach into forests with 
license 4 and unlicensed weapons. Kanjirnppilli. Mundakayam 
-md Murinjapuftha sre the nearest place. 1 ? where the landlords 
of she above plantations and estates live 

5. Route from Periyar Lake aide near the Dam. The 
route is through elephant tracts in the HUN uj Uj Ponnam- 
baLttTnedu via Pachakanom Estate which is tally about 5 to 6 
miles from Sab&rimala temple and joints the route from 
the Mount Us tale- Varayattumuttu and Ponnambalamedu, 
Through the laJie 1 parties go to Kunmli through boat 

6. Other routes The above *rv the main mutes through 
which any jKirty should pass. Hut clever hunters and persons 
employed in the collection of minor produce could move Lind 
out across and join any one ol thr above routes though with 
difficulty. 
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Th& Saharimata Hill area Is ccrtetoly one of the best places 
fyi- big hunting. There are places where bison could be 

abot with case and comfort and various species of deer are in 
plenty all over Even elephants could Ise shot and Ivory 
collected Of tour&e> large-scale hunting may not be possible 
without the connivance of the- employees of the OamE Associa¬ 
tion and Lh£ Forest Department, From the inquiries made, it 
is ascertained that hisons are Ehot. flrah dried an cl earned 
generally from the following places:— 

1 PiiUtdnedu valley m only abojtl sis miles from the temple 1 . 
The place is si.ceesaible from the route from Mount Estate and 
M^idyimha Estate Ht n- bisons art* 1 available at ail times. 

2. Chittambalainedu which is only four mi lea from the 
ipir.ule lk = on Mathamba and Mount F=Mi-- routes. Here 
Mxqris, monkeys etc., are ivslIttW? fa plenty 

3. Ponnnmhaiaiuedu, about six miles from the temple* is 
&li*o another place where bison* are shot. Thi* is even called 
1 Hade man Mcdtf This place, though on the route from 
Fcriyar Dam side, is easily accessible to the users of the loute 
from M*uh;in;t;:i and Mount Estates. 

4. On the Rajampara route, small game and fishing are 
generally done on the Pampakadavu and in the Kallar river 
and adjoining forests. NUakknl and Fampakadavu are about 
12 miles and six miles from the temp fee respectively. 

5. Similarly, mi the Erumdi route H small-scale games 
and SsMug are resorted to by people 

The whole of the forest area surrounding the Sabarimala 
Temple to a radius of about eight miles is the Government 
Reserve and licensed hunting for big game as well its other 
kind ix restricted to a very large degree and the rules and regu¬ 
lations which ur<f very strict have to lie very strictly followed. 
Reckless bunting accord in c to the rules if almost impossible, 
as the age of the minima] to be allot and the epeeles to be *hot 
and even the length of horn r tr _ havr- to be taken into gonfil- 
derwtion before any animat is shot. Generafly, it is ascertained 
that people do not hum in the S aha n mala hills which lb 
believed to be the POONKAVANAJtf OF GOD AY YAPP A and 
particularly Hindus seldom make any attempt to hunt in th^e 
forests Ii is gathered during the course of investigation on 
puecti evidence that both Hindus Lind Christians jointly and 
separately no poach into these forests and shoot bisono all 
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tbt- twcf-t [niticuifiily in plaffi* tncntioneti above* 

lieie. It !3 ga i h'.Tcd, no hunter can mists a bison at any oait of 
tho yea! It is also gathrred that the Christian hunters use the 
premise,' •' r the remjaje f■ j r shelter and drying of flesh These 
ptunons -ire yeneraily low-uasie men -who poach not for the 
pleasure of the chase but to make a Tivmg. A fuU-sk&d bison, 
whether mate or female-, will ordmailiy supply 100 to 150 lbs. 
of flesh which in the plains would ’fetch Rs. 200 to 250. The 
cost of the party would not ata-ed Rs 30 to Rs. 40. So, a 
wcok't: earning for a party of 4 or o would come to about Rs. 150 
which is caaier than ;;ny caenual labour, in addition, the 
hunter; here have sis,-, flesh for themselves and their family 
>or & wf«s oi r.v<j. It let this desire io cam money and desire 
tn have food that entice these people to poach into these 
forests. Another factor winch entourages such poaching is 
rich and monied people do like bison flesh in these parts of 
Northern Travancore Lind they encourage I heir own dependents 
living in the mountainous area to poach and grot flesh It is 
tn evidence that during marriage^ of monied people of the 
Christian community, flesh of wild animals la supposed to 
;u- an Important item of the menu. One Manayanikst Kochu 
has staled that he had given flesh on Slat Uedom for the 
marriage In Farimhaiml'a house. 

T -- ternpio ;s Situated m ti valley *:"> -■'oundci'l by rising 
hills on all ;fldcs and dense and almost inaccessible forests 
where wild elephant:- and Leopards roam all through, the period. 
The routes to these places have heen detailed above These 
rc-irrea »rr sol don tupiie j_w of by the public, a« there is no 
necessity for the public to visit the forest area except as a 
pilg rima ge to the temple, hut the route from li&thomba is 
never used by pilgi rms. This is more or less a secret route 
?aken by hi infers. The routes are also used by poachers and 
‘•ooliea whn gr Ecu the collection of minor products. The 
Malayan Panda rams and other* Mil tribe* also traverse thesE 
format areas, it has to be noted that the whole area is Gov¬ 
ernment Reserve and Forest Department officials also visit the 
ares, but they do lot patrol the area or watch the exit nr entry 
of persons very- regularly as if is almost impossible to do so. 
From the Ifupmes tirade, it in known that the forest officials 
viiflt the forest only when they have got any particular work 
* rv ben they hnvc information of any offence being committed 
or going to be cnminittod. Further, it i= almost impossible 
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iluring monsoon days to visit Lhisj ures due to several natural 
obstacles and nobody ventures to do so miesB he has got 
particular mission to perform, The Potti and the temple 
authorities visit the temple at the end of Every month. They 
take the Vandipenyar route, which is really a good foot-path 
at least for some miles and this is Lhe Easiest and quickest 
route to tiie shrine. Ail other routes are difficult. The other 
popular route is from Eramdi. Lite orthodoa route taken by 
the pilgrims during die Mjikaravilakku, The Rajariipara itmte 
is also popular for persons who visit the .shrine Mom Rami) 
side. But the two latter routes are not usually used to visit 
shrine except during the Makaravilakkn time The three 
routes mentioned above start from populated places at the base 
and generally hunters and poacher-; do not take these routes 
as they will be spotted out by the official!, of the Game Associa¬ 
tion as well as by Forest Officials. They cannot also return 
through these routes ordinarily as thrv will lv carrying Idle 
booty of their hunting, which is also an offence So. the only 
route through which hunters can move unnoticed and hunt in 
tire vicinity of the Saftarimab temple it the Marhamba route. 
The place Mathamba and the surrounding habitations are them¬ 
selves ordinarily inaccessible, One has to treck a Jong distance 
fixim the- Eottayam-Kumiii road about 11 miles from Munda- 
kayam through ruhber plantations and than walk nearlv four 
milea through mountainous paths to reach these places. The 
route from Affttiiumba to Ssiharunada passing Ihrousii Vaira* 
yattnmudi. Mailadipara, Chi It unibalani?!! u, Ponnambu laniedii. 

etc., is more or lea? a protected route for all hunters, poachers 
and other offenders as no forest officials! or Game Association, 
official could easily keep s watch and detect cases of forest 
offences. Further, instigation has brought out that all hunt¬ 
ing psi ities who have hunted during the relevant period are 
hunters from this area ami they have admitted their presence 
in the forest? near the shrine during Use period. 

It can be seen that theiie is no human habitation around 
an area of nearly 8 miles from the Sabarimflla Temple. There 
arc. of course, the Malayan Panda rams and other members 
tif the hill tribes who live in these areas and change their places 
of residence frequently The only Malayan Paudaram who was 
reported to be living close by the temple is KilakanSan, For 
over a long period persistent inn dries v.-ro rmV- *r - rGf -.- ibis 
man and he was traced only on 22 -8-1G50. He is i orimitiw 
man with little commousense though he could understand ami 
narrate n story iu his own fashion He wan interrogate*! with 




care ^ The neatoesrt human habitation is not a village, hut only 

oerKrat e ' ** u ?l& lrouut EaLutc through which the Vandl- 
^criyar route to the shrine pass*. There are other estates 

on all sides Which are owned by Christiana, I doubt very much 
whether there are any Hindu estates of tea. coffee or mbbei 
at the base of Snbarimak Hilts Thus, the influence all around 
s Christian and it is impossible for any Hindu party to move 
into the forests for tin* commission or any offence or as a mutter 
of fact even for an excursion -vithoiu the knowledge of Chris* 
Uans who arc the inhabitants of places at the base and who 
itav6 business in the arcs. 

Inquiries go to show* that except the pilgrims and the 
tempi* servants who v I3 it the temple regularly -very month, 
22.* “ information of any Hindu party estcep t a ‘ party of 
Hindu coobes having entered the Sabarimula Pores:, area dur, 
mg the relevant period. The movements of this party of 
Hindu coohes are detailed below: Pappi Podiyai, of P^nni 
PakuJii. Pertnmd Mini, Thannimoottil house. Age 25, 

Podiyan with Govindan, Damodaran and Naravanan, all 
intcr^ehtted, had been to Sabarimaia temple on 13-10-1155 
IVhen hey reached the temple, they saw the lempie m mins as 
a result of the havoc by lire. They went to the forests for 
flection of minor produce for the contractor Syed Muhamed 
of Pathanamthitta. They left I^he at 10 am. on 3-10-1125 
and reached Narayanan Thodu whci*e they have lands under 
cultivation. The next day, they reached Nikitka! which la live 
mUes from Na^yanan Thodu. They halted there for flv e day> 
collectmg minor produce in that atm. The next day t*ey 
reached a place a little above Kollamuzhi and put up a\empo- 
rary shed. That day they stayed there On the day follow- 

they Went t0 a l :Llce a furlong above the meeting oiare of 

^ f ^ ™** f* to two-and-a-hnjf mZ 

from the temple. They did not put up a shed there The 
next day they went up the Kalkr river by the bank and reached 
the extreme end of Urn Chettuvazhi leading eapt from the 
temple. There is a jack tree and from that jack tree th£ 
fiS? ^ck fruits Then they went up the above mute to the 
temple. On the way they saw a herd of bieona and shot at t hem 
'^ vain ' * w *f <*““ raiHtai? heavily. There was rain the 
picvious dHy also It was on the 12th of Edavam that they 
went to the temple. They went near the flight of steps 
(Pathinettampadi) to worship and turned ' northwards. 
Approaching the tank Damodarau said that the temple was 
not to be seen. Govmdan was not in the party as he remain*! 
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back at Kill tar preparing kanji Whin they looked at the 
temple they saw only the pillars. Then they entered the temple 
by the northern steps and went to the Nalambalam, They 
saw the temple being gutted by lire and wetted by rain They 
returned back to KalLar through the Sarah kutti route and near 
ths SarankutLial they saw a small tin and a blanket lying 
there. They cut some plantain leaves from Dkarmamedu and 
reached Kallar It was raining then. The next morning, they 
left Kallar iird reached Nilakkp) by about afternoon, Next 
day, leaving Govindau at Nilakkal they went tor collection of 
minor produce and returned ;n the evening. Govmdan told 
them that a set of thirteen persons, some of them LUladans, 
were going into the forests He told them that Podiyan and 
Narayanan had been to KalLar and Hint they have all returned, 
Tlie next mo i rung, they came to Narayanan Thodu and after 
two days Podiyan alone stayed at Gotham. He sent word 
through Kan dan, a kora vs, that the Saharimaln temple was 
seen by them in rmne Kasdan went and informed Podr/an's 
mother. All the members of this party definitely say that 
excepting themselves and the LTladans uo one else frorf 
Rajampfua aide went into Lhe for eats ordinarily, Pampakadavii 
is two to three miles from Sabarunala. it is not possible to 
hear anything from the temple at Keltef because of the sound 
made by the torrents. They did hot see anyone else either at 
Sa bitrim ai a or suiTorundings Nor did they ace any shed 
anywhere there. That was why they had to put up I shed, 
Podiyan says that he saw Pap pan at Kanjirappalli and that 
be talked with him. He also says that Kunhuppan rold him 
thnt when they want for hunting they heard about some hubbub 
at Sjtbgrinmla and that they returned. From Nilakkal there is 
only one route and the route is infested with wild animals. 
Narayanan, one of the party, stated that he knows Nilakantan, 
the Malayan Fandnran. and that he lust saw him immediately 
after the Makaravilaklnj; when the latter was going to Achun- 
kovlL He fi'so adds that Niiaksntan used tc give them some 
minor produce sometimes and in return they used to give him 
salt, chillies and tobacco A iter this, he- lias not seen Nila- 
kantan. Nilakantan was going in search of a girl. Narayanan 
also *aya Hist on 12-10-1125 when they went to the temple, they 
did not sec the embers or smoke. 

It is from the above party, the earliest date of Lite destruc¬ 
tion of the temple was ascertained. They are Hindus and 
their contractor Jonah Syed Muhamed Rowther, under whom 




they are working: and. for whom they collect minor produce, 
says that they are well-behaved coolies against whom no t'nia- 
plaint of any sort have come to notice and that they used to 
he regular m their habits alwaya keeping correct accounts and 
as far as he could say they are trustworthy. The one thing 
that strikes a note of the truth of them statement is that after 
their return from the temple on 12-10-1125, when they Baw the 
temple in ruins, to Oozham, they immediately sent word to 
their house stating that the temple was destroyed This was 
verified and it is found to be true. If they had destroyed the 
temple, they will he the last persons to communicate this 
information immediately after their return to Oozham. It is 
doubtful whether this party would stay at Kallar at a place 
2 H2 miles from the temple after having committed the offence. 
Wheu they met Narayanan and the Ulladans at Nilakkal. they 
immediately informed them that they went to Kallar and that 
there was a ahed there for their atav The TJiladans support 
this version. During the course of their statement they had 
stated that while they were returning from the temple on 
\heir way. they saw a torn blanket anil a tin These articles 
were subsequently recovered by police. This incident also 
corroborates their statement. They say that they know Nila- 
kantan and that they saw him after Makaravilakku. Nila- 
k&nt&n says that he saw a party of five persona at Kallar on 
the 10th or 11th of Edavam. If Podiyan and party had seen 
Nilakantan, they have no motive to hush up that fact. In addi¬ 
tion to all the above points. Narayanan and party had no 
motive to set fire to the temple, and by themselves they are 
quite incapable of committing this offence. They were 
thoroughly interrogated and they had satisfactorily explained 
their movements, in the forests. 

Exhaustive and thorough inquiries were made and as a 
result the movements and activities of the following parties 
were brought to light. 

1. Ouscph Thomman alias Vattakunnd Kunhupappsn and 
his party. 

2. PeshathuiDveettil Chacko. Malayanikkat Kucha and 
three coolies. 

3. Adakkamrmdakk&l Kunhappi and Malnrt.akkal iiksihi. 

4. Pezhathuflweettil Ouscph and others. 
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Party No. 1 . Hub party consisted of ^ members. They 
are all Roman Catholics and are residents of Kombanpara, 
near Mathamba estate. Anthony, one of the members of the 
naity, is his own brother. Fail! another member, is employed 
in the Game Association as s Game Watcher. Thommsn and 
Pevassya arc- two brother and are neighbour of Kunhupappan. 
Naripara Kutti is another neighbour, Kunhupappan and Thom* 
man have taken lands on tenancy from Kallivayil family and 
are dependents of Kallivayil family. AH these persona have, 
besides cultivation, poaching occupation which gives them 
sufficient encouragement for living. Thornmnn and Kunhu- 
pappan own unlicensed guns. From Mathamba, they used to 
^ into the forest arcs up to Ponnambalamedu passing Vcnga- 
ms\s, Tholiirmuntu, Vai-ayattumudl, Madakkusanmathayiim. 
Maiiadisingapara and Chittambalamedu, "From Formambala- 
medu they can see the Pachakimom estate, owned by Karnn- 
banal people. Near the Uppuparai plantations, the road from 
Mount Estate to Sabarimala passes. All these persons say 
that Lhcv have seen Sabariinsla temple from Chittamba iamedu. 
But they add that they can see only a red colour probably 
the roof of tbe temple. Usually, they used to get Kezha, 
monkeys deer and bison as games in hunting This party left 
far the' forests on the 15th of Mcdnm 1125. They took salt, rice 
snd chillies and two or three copper vessels. Two of them had 
guns. All except Anthony and Pafli went by the aforesaid 
route to Chittamhalamedn and halted there, PaiU and Anthony 
joined them the next day by about afternoon going by the 
Pad in java para route. It a time when the night? were dark. 
They stayed there for that day also and on the day following 
they reached Ponnambalamedu In the forests they used to 
travel In groups and sonic- times as a whole They put up a 
shed and stayed there for three or four days. During these 
days they saw some two tn three bttatT and fired at them. Bu< 
it did nn! strike. Then a amah hear ren towards them and they 
caught one bear kid They stayed that day there Next day 
the. whole party went to Chittambalamedu and flayed in the 
shed which they had ^ occupied The next dsv Kunlm- 
panpuu and Thomman shot r, bison from Appachimtdu one- 
and-a-half miles from their shed. Bison flesh (venison 1 ) waa 
taken. The next dav Kunhupappan and Thomnaan returned 
to Maths mbs with the bear kid. The next day engaging Kdtan, 
yji TtJschava, to carry the hear kid, Kunhupappan went to the 
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40th mile in the Kottayam-Kumili road and gave t ho bear to 
Abraham of KAlIivayiL This Abraham Kallivayil a the 
brothei' of Jos KallivaylL Abraham waa there in his house 
and Knnhupappan and Kittan were given food for the night. 
Next day Kmihupappan received " Rs. 100 as a loan from 
Abraham, but did not receive- anything for the bear Kunhn- 
pappan did not give a receipt or any record for the amount, 
rt was one one-hundred rupee currency note and Krnihupappan 
says that he got changes for the note from one Aphraim of 
liniathingal, a merchant at the 40th mile. Then they returned 
home and halted at Konihanpara For the night. The nest day, 
they went into the forests and joined the other members of 
the party and halted there. The next day Anthony and Paili 
'Aent to Mat ham ba with the venison, the remaining members 
•>f the parly halting at Thillambalamedu. The next day they 
wen! again to the place where the hear was shot, Sunhupappan 
got. fever and they stayed for seven days. On the seventh day 
Paili and Anthony returned via Padinjarapara joule Paih 
and Anthonv say that on their way they aaw Adflkkamimdakkal 
Kunhnppi and Malania ka l Shariye near Varayattumudi and 
gave them a pound of flash each Ail of them halted that day 
at the place where they shot the bear. The next day they 
started back. Paili and Anthony went to Padinjarapara and 
Paili made an illegal gain, of Rs. 1(1 by returning an unlicensed 
gun which he had seized the previous day. At i o’clock Paili 
and Anthony joined them. In the meantime the others shot 
two bisong and took venison. The third day after this, they 
returned by the former route. When they had gone two 
furlongs, they saw four or five persona near Arjmvunkotta. 
whom they understood to he Pezhathiunveettil Chacko, Kama 
yanikkal Koch is and three coolies. Chacko referred to above 
stave in Purakayoni in a Sand belonging to Karimbanal people. 
This Chacko and party were seen at a place six or seven miles 
from the temple. Kunhupappart and party had with them 
ISO lbs. of venison, A pound of venison sells at Re 1 or 
fts. 1*4-0. They reached PsMi's house and divided the venison 
among themselves. Thie Paili is the game watcher and his 
work is to detect unlicensed hunting in the forests Paili'a 

u-Ifc and children are staying in Ms thumb a. She is employed 
in the Matharrha estate. Kimhupappan and Paili are friends 
f‘)j p the last t ine-and- G .-half years. Kunhupappan adds that they 
used tr. give venison by way of wages to the coolies working in 
his [and The second day after their return from the forests. 
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Paili went and cal ltd Kunimpfcppau to Mathamba to accompany 
Losipfectnr Sri Lopes of Mundakaynm, who was then at Mathamba 
with wri(O' Verghese Kunhupappan, Anthony and Thrunman 
immediately went and joined the Inspector, Kunhupappan saw 
two Police constables algo with the Inspector. That evening 
end night Lhev went about the estate limits, but did not get 
anything The next day the Inspector and others went up to 
Snuakkapilly in the forests for hunting and returned sn the 
evening The Inspector left for Mundakayam, That day, Paiii 
and Ktmhnpappnn got feverish Pail} waa in the hospital for 
sometime and Kunhupappan wa^ attending to his cultivation. 
Weeding 1 was going oti three weeks. But when there v?m 
Labour of fen persons remaining, Kunhupappan again went 
into the forests Ouscph of Pezhathumveettil s o Ousepb, 
writer Ksrimbana] estate* went to Mathamba and asked 
Runhupaopan to go to Murinjapusha Kunhupappan went to 
Muiinjapirdia accordingly, Kunhupappan aays that Chacko 
purchased things on credit from K&vungalpeetiiha near Murinja- 
puzka toll gate. Eunhupappan returned to Mathamba. The 
next day Kunhupappan. Anthony and Eumbalamthanon Thom- 
man joined Ouscph. Chacko and two coolies at Mathamba and 
went to Prmnambatamcdu. It is aaid that they went for pluck¬ 
ing cardamom plants for the Karim banal muthalaii. On the 
fourth day of their stay at Potinambalamedu they shot bison 
anti took venison. Ousepk went to Muriujapii^ha to inform the 
muthakii of the non-availability of cardamom plants and 
returned the next day It fs said that Guseph told the party 
that he know from a prmdi near the Satrom that thieves had 
rentes ed the Saharimala temple and that the temple was burnt 
and s.Lsa! the Inspeetor-Gener.il of Police and the Reserve were 
enmin? They decided to go away immediately. Then, they 
came to the medu and stayed there. Next day, Kunhupappan 
went up to the used le and saw a aood number of persons going 
by the road to Sabarimaki, He thought that It was the 
Reserve Immediately Lhev all left and came to EunakkapHlL 
Kunhupappan and Anthony staved behind and others went to 
their respective hoTor?. Kunhupappan and Anthony stayed 
there for Itor or i?bc days From EnnakkapilLi. the place where 
the Reserve vrm seen is about 12 miles distant At Ennakka- 
pillj Manjiyanlkkal Foehn and pinur others joined them ami 
staved with them for fnipr .-.3 dvr days. Kunhupappan save 
*hi{* lj -nows Koyuad Kunhupappan aie?o stated that there 
ir*-- un other poacher* from KombairpJU"n side and that he or 



the party baa not seen anybody else in the fonzsta curing the 
relevant period. Ktmhpuappan h&a gone to the P^WMakanjani 
estate through the aforesaid route. He says that lr does not 
know Malayan Pandaran Nilakanian and that he has not seen 
anybody coming from the Padmkanam estate towards the 
FonnambaJamedu when they were at Ponnambatamedu. 

Kumhitlamthanaih Thommw, Vattakunm! Antony. S'M- 
' anihkai Kochi > and NaHpara KochtikrtlJ all ^uppor'. t he ?■ a * ■ 
menl of Euiihupappi*n residing the verson of their «■*v" T »™~ 
in the forests. 

lh Ken* put)- <-» o( »*#■“ ® wh " 

Kunivila, brother-in-law of Kunhujiapjian, f czhathumi .. 
Chacko, second son of Ouscph. writer of Kanmhatm . 

and three coditea, viz.. Eunhu. Koohappu Rtid amitii-i, -tey 
started on 1-tlUlM, the day of the marriage “ 
house Koehu say* that on 31*91123, himself, Ch„cko 
Chacko’s father and Chacko’s brother with Kirnbn, the. cool£ 
look deer flesh to Karirabatin! house in connection with l he 
marriage. The party left on WW1S5, went to Axhuth* and 
staved there. The nights irere dark then. The next day 
they staved there. The next day they went to Earanda- 
DaramutinS and stayed there. The next day they went to 
Arjimamkolta and the? saw VatUkkUnnel snd 

party going at a distance. That day they stayed in Pomiainbote- 
medii and found remnants of venison at PnimambsJamedu. They 
shot a bison that day and with venison went to ArjunirnkMU, 
the next day. and stayed there, ii^amkotta IMJrjjr 
live miles from the place where they shot ibe bison The next 
dav they returned back to their house Kflriro says thsi he 
knew ,rf thv devastation of the lemph by tire wi.cn Kunh'«- 
pappan and others were to the hvrtta *n pluck .ardvmo’n 
plants- Then again Kochu with four others weni In FJUi«_k. 
kapilli by the beginning of Mithunom -nd ssw hi 1 * brother v* 
Jaw Anthony and K-mhupanpan there. 

The third party consist* of Adakkarauiidakkr.l Kunhuppi. 
Malam&kkal Skariva and Kndhpur M&th&yi. They went n 1 h . 
lw ginning or Medom. They do not remember the date They 
•■■collect the time of starting aaving that it was not time for 
weeding They started, one evening by 4 p m., and rtaymt on 
the hanks or Azhuths The next dry at 11 O'clock Uir- went 
: y Mailadi=ingap.ira and they sav VattnkkiirmH Kunhnp? i r° T ' 
mid Thom man going eastwards. Th* latter did not 8« there, 
nor did they talk to Lhrni. A little* tai*r. thf'y ciw Kunhu- 
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The above is the sist ol Lhp evidence in regjK'Ct of the 
movements and activities of Lhesc Christian poachers who had 
without any fear foi law hunted in the Reserves 

with impunity and Lad behaved in a ™r-n^r indicating the 
strength, and support of a strong party of Christian landlords. 
The members of this party mentioned above were mmmn! by 
the investigating officers in this caus; as early as 13-S-".t>5U. 
There were Inn- long intervals between this examination of 
e<iL’ii member cf the jutrty. This is a defect in Lhe iiivc-itiga- 
tion. as one member who is questioned had ample time end 
opportunities to lummuimTe with other un-miters eo that all 
the remaining members who u-ere examined subsequently t aw 
more or less a consistent version with atmk-. n nigh with 
strange loop, holes, to explain their activities ai.J movements 
in the forests. The Special Party took sole dtarg- ;r the 
investigation only on Sth September IJ-l&tJ, after nearly three- 
and-a-haif months after the case was reported. As the invest!- 
gaiion was continued withoul any supervision or direction by 
me then and there and as. tht reporta regarding Liu- day to dav 
investigation of the cast- icaeo diary i were not sent to tne. we 
had to travel's* the entire period of investigation, visiL the 
phices connected and examine the persona connected, moat of 
whom were already contacted and exa mined Ii was during 
Lhe course of such examination that several important points bv 
way of clues pointing out the offenders came u> light and with 
a view to have their evidence before a judidel authority 10 
prevent a possible tampering, tin- stai events of mne ncraons 
were recoded under action 162, Criminal Procedure Code, bv 
tiie Divisional First Class Magistrate, Chengannur Such re- 
cording ulso avoided any complaint of haraasmenL at the hands 
of the Police. 


It can be seen from the above evidence that Vmtnkimuc] 
unhnpappan and party and other putties were moving in r,id 
around Sabanmala area from about t5th nF Medom to l-U-35 
It can also be seen that between 6th and 31 tt of Edavom the 
relevant period of occurrence. Maniyanakkal Kor-hu. Pczha- 
t..umvc:cttil Chacko and three coolies, Adakkamo.nrkikka! 
Kuimappi. Kadapur Mathayi and Malamakkai Skariya wen l n 
the rormambalamedu area. Ponnambalamcdii find Chi+tem- 
baiamedu are the best hunting place six ami five mik- resner- 

l I r u m . 0hriflc - **“ kngat time takehte 

reach Sabanmnla from those places \vfff bt- only fm- hfmre 

Prom these places any party could ornate on the afa 
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?hrmc with ease and security. They hav^ hunted, shot bison*, 
dried venison and hailed s±i these pieces even according so their 
own statements, It is also in evidence that besides these parties 
Lbere were no other parties in this area during the relevant 
period The only explanation they could give is that they were 
there for purposes of hunting. It is indeed a very suspicious, 
If not direct, proof that ut the time at a period between tith 
ind IIth Edavom, when the temple could have been destroyed 
the^e Christian poachers should be at j place very near to the 
tihi ln# Now, in 4 * as- cif LhtK nature, committed in wide 
forests where there La no human habitation, the complicity of 
the offender,, can only be brought to light or proved by an 
examInation of Lheir lOiUtpcf, their state of mind . Intention anti 
other chars i ■: eristics Indicating their concern or not. In arson 
i-ases. the presence of an accused person near the scene of 
crime is a point in favour of the prosecution and against the 
accused indicating his intention. Now in this case the only 
way ol proving the- complicity of these persons or at leant 
reasona ble suspicion of LheiE concern is to hud out whether they 
were tr mr the scene of occurrence oi 1 not. Ii is admitted by 
them and they have stated so in their statements before the 
Magistrate, that they were present there during the relevant 
period and moved freely in lE“ directions within a radius of 
^ msJe? from the Sabnrimaia shrine The statements given by 
them before the Magistrate wore self-explicatory in character 
inasmuch they have not stated of their visiting the Sabari- 
mala tempi* during their expedition, They stated merely that 
I hey wort there for purposes of hunting. Unless it la a strange 
coincidence, which it is not. these persons having not explained 
satisfactorily then subsequent activities and conduct as well 
as their antecedents relating to their hunting expedition, ont 
is forced to come to a conclusion that their visit to these places 
of UhittembaLamedu and Ponnambalamedu at this particular 
lotted only tu destroy tilt temple mder the guise of hunters 
and nothing else These cun elusions are general and l am 
giving below ihf reasonable suspicion against each individual 
to bring huirn a charge of reasonable suspicion of their com 
phdty' in the offence. They would not have admitted oven 
their presence m the area had it not been for other circumi- 
tain-e* tin m which they could not wriggle out Having 
admitted their presence, they have come out with cock and 
lllsU at «rk- at their presence in the forests as well an move¬ 
ments immediately following th* occurrence, Unfortunately, 
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t.ht* statements of accused persons, unless they are confessions, 
are not admissible in law ft mi cannot be mode use of in any 
judicial proceeding Rut they can certainly be taken as 

evidence by authorities to come lo a conclusion of their concern 
in the offence. Now according to Kunhnpappan and party, 
they left their place of residence', i.c., Kumbanpara, on the 15th. 
of Medom. They visited thfi Sabarimala area, shot bison and 
returned to Kom ban.pa.ra on the 5th of Edavom. It is then 
Lhat he is supposed to have met S. I. Lopez. Even according 
to Lopez and his head constable, they saw only Kunhupa ppan, 
Faili. Thomnmn and Anthony, The remaining two say that 
they returned to Komhanparu, but there is no evidence ai all 
to prove their presence :r Kombanpara after the 5th. These 
two people according to Kunimpappan, hav>.- no! accompanied 
l hem in any of (heir subsequent expeditions but it is bun I to 
believe that it is so. They have not satisfactorily plained 
their subsequent activities. The one possible cone I tision from 
all circumstances put together is that there are reasonable 
grounds to conclude that these two did not return along with 
Kunhupappun and party but were loitering in the forests. It 
has to be reiterated that the movementi of hunters in forests 
cannot be easily checked up and verified, but the veracity of 
their statements can only be tested by their conduct. After 
the hunting of S. I Lope* and party. Kunhupappan. Pftili and 
party disappear from the scene altogether until Ousepb meet 
' hem at a later period, According to Kunhupappan, he was 
sick. The sickness to this man comes all on if sudden Paili 
also falls sick. And that too suddenly The sudden sickness 
Is simultaneous, Paili apj.jea.r3 before an Kstate Surgeon 'in 
29-5-1950 15-10-1125 and there is a hospital record that he was 
Jn the hospital till 4-d-liJot). Path says that between 7th and 
15th h*s was- in his house being sick. The distance between 
his house and hospital ts only half-u-furlong. According to 
the official diary of Paili, during the fieriod. he has reported 
that he wan at Rannikovi! on fi-10-1125 and subsequent days 
till 24-10-1125, and lhat he was 3ick. According Id an e'ipla 
nation given to the Game Association Ranger on 2-U-1125 thin 
Psiili says that he was at Rannikmil ami was aick. In annilier 
explanation subsequently given to him, he says thal lie was at 
Mathamba between the tith and 12th nf Edavam. Mr. Wood, 
the Game Association Ranger says? that Pniii was not sick and 
that he was absent from duty without any permission during 
the period, Mr. Chneko the Asst Game Warden, Pt-erm-jde, 
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< 3 s*vb that Paili's explanation that he was *ick WW taiBe and 
that Mr V«shw» writer of Matnambii Estate had minuted 
lum t i. exalte Paid for hi» absence. There arc reasons te 
twites t hat Paili has deliberately attempted to create ar. alibi 
hy gayme -hat he was sick and creating hospital floras to 
prove the same with the help of Vcrghese, the writer of 
Mathamba Estate. It is reasonable to conclude that immedi¬ 
ately after leaving Lope? and party he had again gone into 
the forests and was hunting or doing such other act? as he 
liked during this period. Nothing would have prevented Paili 
li> say that be went to the forests and hurled between 6'10-1125 
and L2-IQ-U25 He had admitted lo the Police that he vas 
In Kiuihupapitan/s party prior to Tth Edavam What is it 
thni prevented him from admitting lus hunting after the Tlh is 
a mattfi to be presumed—something sinister, something very' 
damaging, which would implicate him. which he is not prepared 
U. admit On the top of ail, he had created an alibi of his 
sickness, proving it by the hospital records, with the help of 
Mr. Verghese. the writer of Mathamba Estate, with whom he 
ta closely associated, I have to state Ihal this is ont >>( the 
strongest circumstances, very reasonably indicating suspicion 
on Paili. the Game Watcher This game watcher is a notorious 
poacher and m conniving with Kunhupappaus party. ■parti¬ 
cipating in the hunting expedition itself is an offence additing 
to the suspicion already created, He is 1 he only man pcrbujis 
in this forest area who could have prevented any forest offence 
or at least could have inform a ti uti in the Sabarimala case. Hut 
when he himself wa* pail id fating, in a manner indicating 
reasonable suspicion, the last human bring vho is hound to 
give* infmtnafiou is also dismissed. It. is very strange that he 
admitted hit [irescn.©: till Lht 5lh 'I Kdavom, but suddenly 
becomes sick after that Witness Ittiathi Kadutha who wan 
examined by the special party states that be saw Vatlakkunnel 
Kunhupappau and other proceeding inwards forests from 
Maths mbit one eve ning during The fust week of Edavom. 
This statement of Kadutha supports the visit of the party to 
the forest after meeting S X, Tx>p€£- 

Kilnhupappaji is the leader of the hunting party and a 
Roman Catholic Christian, Ht is it dependant of KaJlivayil 
People Terhat'S hr la the only man ill Mnlh&mba who could 
Organise a hunting party and move into the re res to and do 
anything fearlessly and easily. Hr hi a very dextotmt* jiuacha 
who fives ir, pouching and poaching alone, His adhere jut* U, 




KdJhvayii people 15 seen from his visits Lo them often and 
recelvip^ money. He himself admits df having ieccivcd Rst P 10U 
without any record He admits of having presented an young 
bear to Abraham to Kallivayil. He himself admits of selling 
venison and making; a living out of it. His sudden sickness 
after the 7th till Guaeph approached him after 8 or 10 days, 
when he again goes to Mui injapuzhu and thence to the foi ewis, 
is very at range ar.ci suspicious, He has not Bariafactonly ex¬ 
plained hie movements after the 7th, Thus, the conduct o£ 
Paili and Kunhupappan during the period between 6th and 12th 
Edavarn, the reliant period, during which the temple could 
have been set lire to, is highly snspirJcrus and creates reasonable 
suspicion of their having been concerned in Ihe offence. 

Rumba lamthauom Tbumman, his brother De vassya, Vatta- 
ktomnel Anthony and ttaripara Kutti all say that Lhey were at 
Kombanpara attending to their work. They simply nfick to 
Kunhnpappan f fl version They are nothing but took In the 
hands of Paili and Kunhnpappan. But they have also no con¬ 
crete evidence to show their presence at their [lLace during the 
1 r levari 1 period 

Fezhathumverttil f'hacko and Marmyumbkal Kochv nnd parly: 
According to thdr statements. they started for hunting 
on 1-111-1125 and moved into the foists in the Sabarimaia 
ar fiit including Ponnambai&medn and GTiitteinba lamed u and shot 
bisfms and teiumed on the 8th. Even according to them they 
admit their presence at Ponnambalamedn on the 6th r 7th and 
8th. The activities and movements of this party are also very 
suspicious and here also the presence of these people dining 
the relevant period is highly suspicious There is rV> circum¬ 
stance to indicate a prevention of Kimhup&ppan, Paili and party 
returning to Pnnnambaianiedu after the 7th and joining 'hi? 
party at Poimw.mhalamedu. This Is made highly probable and 
possible by Lhe suspicious subsequent con due! of Paili and 
Kunhupappan wile suddenly fall sick and Paili creating £als^ 
alibi and false reports Pczhalhmnvccttil Ouaeph Chacko is a 
dependent of Karimbanal people and son rtf their writer, it is 
this man who had shot 0 steer and presented ihe same for a 
marriage party of Karimbanal which took place on 1-10-1125. 
These facta arc admitted by them both in their statement? lo 
tbi Police as ".veil as before the First Class Magistrate, CVi^n- 
gftnmw, So Far even according eo their own statement, these 
Christian hunter a have achnitt.Fd tb&fr presence at Pontirjm- 
balivnedu during the relevant period 
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Li can be wen that this Ouaeph is tit broiter uf Cliauko 
mentioned -in parlv Nu. 2. According to evidence, himwll. ha 
bctSS Chacko, Manayanlka) Kochi, and their lather Ouneph 
and one Ktmhu. a ■ ooly, w«* present on 31st Ibdnnin 
Kanmbanal, the day |>rioi to the tnarrlaga there. tmnjcdi^Jy 
after that Kochn and Charko go into Lte foists and remain 
in die forests till b-liWm And Ooseph. Knnhupappan, 
Thomman. Antony and tw, holies go Into the forests the very 
same place, where they shot a tear, for plucking urtEzuiin 
olanu Tliev admit having shut a bison, rhe djeumatfinaes 
under whuh Ctaaeph and parly went into the tazt&U ai-c 
rently slate d to he tor purposes of plucking cardamom plants 
for mnrnhm^ mulhalali. Aecoiiiing to Ouseph the dale of 
golIl g into thr foists m towards the end of Edavom or m Lite 
be-mnmi; of llithimom. to Kunhupappan, who was 

one of the members af the party r the date is about the dO^h 
of Ednvom. There are varying degree* of ineonaiste.uciea in 
Lhe statements of persons composing this party regarding the 
date of their going into the forests. Worn any given important 
incident, they are not able to recollect the exact date of their 
departure from then residence for this expedition. This itself 
connotes a very highly suspicions nature of then movement. 
The fact I hal they axe not able bo recollect the date of this 
important incident is a eireuinstance tO euapeet not only the 
bonaiide-k »if their visits rnlo the forests but abo gives room 
U> conclude that there is nyme mystery nr a hidden secret 
purpose which they do dot want to divulge The snail cions 
intention brought out from this conduct is self-evident. Avoid¬ 
ing in Ouaepii. himself and party moved into the iurroundinga 
of the Sabaiimiila area and hunted though the purpose was 


ruijjjiiv I'd Llir i Ik'cLkm of earuammii plants for Kajimbanai 
muthalilics. Ou&fj'h admits that had a letter to the writer 
of the FtKihmaiLDHj Estate from Ebchukunhti, the Karim bans I 
iiiuthaiall. He- did nut knovi {hr contents ol the letter. He 
.says that ht 1-eft thr party a Pounairiba lamed u, which is only 
two mileir from the- Estate,, aid he went itlone through the 
dense fruits to hand ovej the letter Fie eays in did no! 
get any reply Hi- simply returned giving thi JcH-lur. He <h«u 
Bays that collection of cardamom plants was impossible as 
there were no plants and mo he went alone to Miirh\japnztrt i'.- 
inform his muth?dali that cotk&lion was impossible. This 
statement of Oussph is nothing but a tiiimped up story to 
cover yp hi* movement m knowledge regarding a particular 
incident oi affair because 11 cardamom plants are not available 



in the forest*, K^hukimlny his muthalaii, would nut take the 
trouble of sending a party at a great cost to collect them* 
because tus brother Utyera ha^ got a. cardamom estate in the 
Very area ^mi if KrrfJii i kunhu really wanted eardamuni plants, 
Ll wus easier for Kochukunhu to arrange the collection of the 
cardamom pi ants through his brother than to send a party 
fl am all I he way from Maihainba to Pachakanom. Further* 
the route t" Panchakancmi for Karimb&nal people is easier 
lb rough Kumill'Penyar Dam where they have got Lhelv own 
lx>fcts. Tki& circumstance is highly tmualtuaJ md unbelieve- 
jihle and points out that the purpme for which Oiuteph and 
party moved into the forests is not for the purple of collection 
of cardamom plants, but some I king else, It is also incompatible 
rom \i business point of view to spend Its. f> per coolie per day 
amt send them from a long distance w collect cardamom plants 
Lhrnugb a forest route when with less expense and less labour 
and by quick transport,, he could get cardamom plants through 
his brother Ittycra who [p awning a cerdamam estate Hi us* 
it is crystal [fiat the version that the party went Jnto 

the forests for thr collection of cardamom plants is a deliberate 
lie, Tf they had stated that they had gone for hunting U ie 
at [cast understandable. Bin. Oirscph and party cannot say 
that, because Onseph by himself is not a hunter and if he is 
cross-cxaintnetl an this, he will have naturally to deny the point 
and there ate othei circumstances from which he cannot 
wriggle out and say that he went for hunting. Onseph says 
that because cardamom plants were not available, he went to 
Murmjaputfha iu inform Kanmbrjaud ruuthaiali. lie says that 
he left the party behind. This conduct of going to Murinja- 
puzfca ls unnatural and unbelievable The prnty could have 
as well come away and then informed their muthalaii, Another 
point Is that Onseph learnt about the Sabavmmlia fire at 
PadiujarapaiM Sat ram. IL is only aftei learning this that he 
went to Muilnjapusha, He also sayp that he did not inform 
hi- 4 father about the Sabariniula fine. He informed hi* father 
about the non-availability of cardamom plants and i^tumcd 
to Pommmba]araedu. He informed Kunhupappan and party 
that Saba omuls shrine was set fir* to ind that the Inspector- 
Generai of Police and party were coming. And then they fill 
left the place. Onseph says that it is from a Pandi that he 
learnt. He L* not able to describe who that Pandi is. He says 
that he did not inform anybody about the Rubjirimata fire, on 
his wav to Mnriniapuah^ anti bark. What is thi* i arichieion 
ant has til arilw at at the etrunge conduct of Onseph" 
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First of all, hi-: journey Front Fvimambalanicdu to Murinjn- 
^ui .Hu U ;i w&atc hh alrpaniy i?x]il&mecL On the way he le&iiiig 
about the Salwinmin incident T1 ■ irrvjLrttibl- cuTidusi n : - 
Lh&t bit abatement that he made ii j nratey e£ & made up Me Ui 
cover up and cam nil fiasco hm com parity m the offence, as other 
win#; ht- will have to admit his presence at Ponnansbalame-fln 
and explain ins activities there, which he could not do. as Ins 
..■umfadr 1 * had already given statements making- 11 tm possible 
for him to wriggle oul. The story of his going to Muritijii- 
j.ui-dui stml HUba^iuml statcnufniH are all dditerate Falsehood*: 
invented for n purpose,. iudicatmg a made-uii glory under 
hi- ii^LriiC lions of - imf party behind, Whoadvice he I* fol- 
Sowing. The ixunlnct and behaviour of Ouaeph clearly indicate 
that Lliirj we- P^uiiambalamedu along with other parnk;- 
iTctwtrn the riili anti X2rh Eduvani and that they 7 had com¬ 
mitted the offernv ft i* in evidence that the shrin e can U 
seen from the Chitiambalamcdii All the members of *hie party 
nay thal Ou^eph informed l hem of the Sgbarimfda fire and 
theft Ail the stories brought hit by Onscph are blatam ties 
m an attempt u> prove that neither he nor his party waa 
present at Ponnanibaiaixiedu during the relevani period Un¬ 
ices he and bis pa rty arc not guilty nf I his offence„ why sh ould 
they bring m false % Lories regarding then movement e, Kuidiu- 
prippaiL liail fluted that two day? prior to lhe going into the 
foresLs to pluck ea njamam plants, himself Qme\ h and Chacko 
went to Kavungal pefldika at Murinjapmsha and purcha^l pm- 
vsaiorui an credit in the name of Clmeko whereas Onset jb would 
state that I,hey purchased far H?,. 5b paying cash. Verification 
at Murinjapiuilia reveals that KavnngaJ peediky owned by 
ChamJI Mathayi lists haii no ?uch tmnsaE!lions and in iaci chert- 
Is tint even Rs 2b worth of sum ana in this shop altogether. 
Ohanrij Mathftyi also denies having sold any such provision to 
Ousephf Chstcko or Kimh upapp&n whom he knew welt, Agfun. 
Knaliiipai pan i* version that he changed the hundred- 2 ‘U pro r *i? 
aT Tvulai hinga I peedika is found to be false on vvri&catimi with 
Mcthayi I'-phrshiiE alms Abraham of Che crouch ira jxiedik-i til 
I he 4filh mik , This Abraham- and some others at Miifinju- 
•*ijzhn also suite that four ;t five n; jnths back. Kallivayil 
Abraham had u yoitng beat in his him* and that Abraham 
&5 seei'eted it now, 11 is also found ou inquiry that Kama- 
ftuol people bnd lift offict nr house at Murinjapnzha Onseph, 
-be Wrllt-r of Kanmhannt estate, had disposed ..r what fitite 
i,lds * 1 '- hai 1 ■*t MuHninpiizha thret yesra buck. Thus, the 
■ Ustemr-ntF. of Kunhuyuipjtan. Oum ph and CJmrko regarding the 
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transacts,ns they liad at Murinjapuzha and Ousepk'4 coming to 
VturinjajHizha >o inform 1 hr non-avail a InUty of cardamom 
plants arc all n pack of lies, invented at I he spur of the moment 
to cover up their stay at Fy >mi ambnJamedu in the vicinity of 
the Tabari mala shrine during the relevant p-riod. What else 
could he the objeeT of s hie deliberate falsehood except an j 
apparent purpose of an attempt bo prove their Innocence in the 1 
commission of setting fire to Ihc. shrine. Why should they 
fabricate a false story? 


ThkiTr (55 anflLber backuround, which if viewed with thr 
■ acts and the incidents mentioned above, mil l t nd support to 
the possibility of an organised plan to destroy the Saha rj mala 
ahnne. In the month of according to Ouaeph he 

ollouTd a party of nmthalaJics consisting' of Karim banal 
Korlrnknithn muthalali. ,li*dlamiuath Kuttiachan, Podlmitfom 
Vpi-gheas. Earipparambil Devassya. Vadakkcparambil Thomirau 
am! Pottarnkulam Thomas, who left Erumcli m a jeep and 
went lu Kalakeiti from where they wenL to KoUamuzhi bv 
and halted. They directed the coolies to go into ihe 
fore^ls and hunt Then the muthaludie^ and himself went Up 
N iiakkal In search of a church which they believed , :o he 
existing at Nhak&al Though a (search was made I hey did not 
-:ii(l any ivmnauts of a church, but they saw only remnants 
•jj two or three temples. It is surprising that at this period ( *[ 
the history of Travancore these muthatalies are searching for 
a church on the route to Sabarimaia It may be that l vi.ther 
they want to establish by some evidence the existence nf a 
iihiireh there or to .-cnovate if or they are in search : ,f a , tM t_ 
a ' r ' 10,1 build mg a church. A uvway the desire for 

chiicell near the Sabarhnala ortfcodos route seems in have been 
dceplj rolled in i heir mind j'is otherwise th &.re wa^j no neces 
sity for all these mmhalaliea to join up this business patter 
.hey have sent away llic Coolie- and I toy have gone alone "for 
this business. Thus, it can be seen that aim? some time, the 
Christians have begun to feel the increasing number of W- 
castc Hindus siting the Sabarimala tempfe in ecstasy 
devotion which in fill probability they would have thoughl if 
not Checked would Inevitably rcsuU in a check to the growing 
pioccB? of i-inveriiirm of low-caste Hindus to Christianity. 
Furthoi the existence of a church at NUakkal and Pamp:i- 
"■ i ’ dav ^ on,d “ ,hc run attract Christian* to rclonwc Hk 
ar-a and 1 hereby they could exploit these fertile regions end 
U31 prove I heir financial conditionei 




Mr. Wood, the Garni* Association Ranger, anji? that 
K T Abraham of Karhntanal end patty mere moving in Uw> 
Sttbartritaln are* in March. April mid May for hunting While 
one canont iefiStealy say that hunting .v&s a pretext with some 
Either ulterior m«tlv«, when taken hitconsideration with other 
fart?: detailed above including* the quest for an old church by 
the muthalttlk*’ 5 Lbf possible eflntlusfejH is ihat those Christian 
Mulh&kdies out tc drj aometUhg against Sabanmafa 

temple the e*is tonne nf which they believed to he n menace to 
thsii* very existence. The movements ami activities of 
Abraham und jwrty ar*d other muthalwlics in quest of the 
church, can Ik believed only as a rpronnoiterttig [iiirtv [or u>g 
purpose nf hatching up a plan tc* destroy the temple once ami 
n nor foi at Thir. conclusion is furthei rupfuttod from thr 
fact That Valtokkmrncl Kunhupaftpan and part'. Qusp|ili ton! 
pem.v. and Rocha and party are all adherents and irc-iiWin’.e 
r-f Karim banal and Kajfefiyil femilh = who are iho forest kings 
i>f Northern rravancoiyi WKU thfl active oumiivsmce n r p.mi 
Kimhuiappan and party, the watchdog* oul(J crtainlv no™ it* 

■ his offence a l the bidding of l.he above landlords. The 
relationship of Kunhupappan and party and other parties with 
Kallrvavil and Karimban&t haw already been explained 


In cases o t .nnaplracy, (.he agreement ocrt-fi the » 
ri.i-rji.rars cannot he generally proved directly but onk* Inferred 
from tho eatablishcd fact, of the case. A connphucv need not 
T 7 ^fbnne of uctotti ftgpeenjWit between the 
i-rcon^n^'.^i’r. *“! _ QrCrt . ® CtS rjlsf * P^nnprton of rn 

CAB™ nf , l!i - ^ unt ^ hUipoSs 1 of the conspiracy. In 

and" It fat*2S™T 3y ' 1net:t eViril " ll<: ' F ^ iU be forthcoming 

and 1 fa owssgary to loot: *1 .]* frotomatwica to * -ore 
•he conspiracy actually existed.” 

fhe to f aSn lUv " i: : '""^w tn P™vr the setting 

fi nd placi 'if *?“ ° f yw*- This h.dire to the nutun? 

f«rsai»- * ■ , *^ C|J,Wnfs ’ a, id being* fs crime u forrqfp Tp 

f^“bnt? J -Sd^od h H in ' eX ® ted 13 in it5dr ** m onBnary 

atton nearbJ ™ \T T T ™ th no cult ™ u ™ ™ plant- 
alo ne move',bom T ""’l*? " ntma1s » ni ChrMfaa himtar* 
nut durur* the ' T. hr a "<* «ircumaf*aner*. hitmgltl 

and war, only 

to that ,.,, 8 * Th T ,,tPSOns wllt * * rs ' amiably ««» |W -'rd 
eimn a* eb*. f at *n**to aw not admissible m Offence 

limfirtsmial evidence In move the fhthplfrfty 0 f 




the joffttta m this warn Tbtt» is no doubt from mo facts 
weerimnad and brought to fight * nd mentioned in ^.UU from 
aspects that the crime is u fanatical one ami perpetrated with 

;*'■■:-*«•*•»*>•«■ «aii«Lr»3£2£ 

h . vlffvt to mitbimine the religious feeling* of one ,ota 
iiuii'it y as a reprisal or otherwise, lt * known from ex peri- 

SfuSS t^rr^ 17 lti ' Vhjtih Uk ' belong is 

wh bftl t u 0V ■ 01 f, ° Ul wiUi ;L ‘«c ita t Whatever 
^ n'V 7 ° ^ ^dividual* li groups belonging to this 

' IuJ< * s a grater hanger u. the very exSSL ,.i a 
SSJJSX** f to tbaL conmiiiidty or religiW to which .hey 
bchmg are threaten with. Such a situation may arise in the 

ST^TT- C . Veillfl vi mfsht lh? *WWSH» at*-'* in 1 % J£ 
tical and religious issue with the ultimate object of urcarthm- 

the mystery of a fanatical offence with tbe'jote odje-t oi main- 

m^S 1BW sod order. This brio*** sbos. a 

dourer no doubt, may l>c an lmciWIteer] oxpfdleacv which under 

Z’ZTS” ?? ““ *• ■*“=«>*■ The “oli«- JS mZ 

'■ I ' im ^ aTTC: t>nn “ about ^ch a threatening te e ro m 
diirmty with a view to coerce that comrmmftyte which the 

lt£T™^Z Tf, fmspcctei1 ,0 “** * ^an brmst of 

«£*£ZJ? “* P “ U “ -*»»* »« . confession 

or ^uapectod por^outs 

But to scrim* cases where the Investigation; uf a narti- 
riuEj case lias established a conspiracy to commit a reiigiow; 
Offence by one community against spottier, the possible deve¬ 
lopment of a widespread agitation or footing by th, vkflm 
eomrmmay tarn certainly to W taken im,. TtLidUoinn an 

777 , m ^ irC V° bdn£ *** offmtera te booh havi 7 J 

U 7 n ' ” 8Ul th<? 5Wj;s C0 he sometime* beyond 

2lf «L> : 7 77 **? a,,(l a l* Cfai have to li brought 

ill If once facte gathered indicate ftaaefuftfe suspicion. 
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oral or documentary. In b case of this nature, one need not 
even think of any documentery evidence, eince the caj?e is one 
of arson. Coming to the oral evidence the testimony of persons 
who had either witnessed the occurrence or the j>erBon= to 
whom perpetrators of the offence could have eammu-*. rated, 
either prior to or after the occurrence is of value- But in t 
ease of this nature, such evidence or any other kind of evidence 
similar to that admissible under law can only be given by 
persons belonging to that community to which the perpetrators 
belong. In this particular ca3e wherein the religion is involved, 
it is "too much for anybody to expect such evidence te come 
out. because the damage to the co-religionists do by speaking 
thF truth is, far more greater than the falsehood they speak 
denying the knowledge of the offence, which to them is only 
a passing sin which may not prick their conscience for ever, 
as they could always console that tbev haci (lone U or uttered, 
falsehoods to save their religion which might otherwise he 
endangered if they had spoken the truth. It is in this pers¬ 
pective that this case has to he viewed md the investigation 
having pointed out the concern of Christiana! it is out of 
question that Christians would ;otne out i r ■ depose ag-i ina* thfir 
awn broth era. It is much more difficult to expect Haris', cuts 
to came out to give evidence against Christians particnlBrly m 
a case where iome Christians had rightly or wrongly destroyed 
a Hindu temple in the name of religion. But the authorities 
have tn come to a conclusion whether the circumstances which 
have been brought out during the ^vestigation and detailed 
above arc sufficient enough to take special steps for their deten- 
tion tinder the special law. 

The persons suspected certainly could have beer arrested 
and remanded on their own statements given before the Divi¬ 
sional First Class Magistrate. But this was not done as the 
next step after arrest could not possibly he conceived of. due 
to the natural causes of tire case which can lie characterised 
as inherent defects preventing further action 

The absence of likely clues, such a* footprints, unger 
prints, distinct and indistinct signs of ihe movements of 
offenders abandoning of the personal property of offenders, 
abandoning of the implements used for the cotmmssimi of 
crime, trails and tracts of offender-, marks of the satry and 
ejtit at the scene of crime. Accoviing tn investigation, the 
period of occurrence has been ascertained ns between Bth and 




Lltiv of Edavom. The offence was imported only on 1T-6-1B50: 
$-11-11125. In between these dates there were raina and all 
the likely dues have been washed away. This is an unfortunate 
dreuinalance which hfu! completely blocked further investiga¬ 
tion from this angle. It looks us though that the very nature 
is against the possibility of procuring good evidence for a 
possible detection, The rains themselves would have swept 
aw iy footprints showing the movements of Vendor*. Another 
unfortunate defect is that the parties that arrived first were 
not Police Officers but the Pottl and party. And their eacite- 
mesit and «>rrf-w at. the sight of Lbs- temple in ruins cun v.\df he 
Imgttted What they did in their esci+ement snd whltf they 
saw in their excitement, they are not able to describe appro¬ 
priately in the Calmer mood, Cm :ainly. there ought 'o have been 
by way ot footprints inside the Si'eekovii which •v'.r- 
not however taken notice of by the above party, The finding 
of the conch and the '«fakks‘ inside th" Srwknvil in tact if? a 
point to prove that somebody had entered the Sreekovi! to 
thr ow them after the temple was destroyed and that somebody 
certainly would have left lbs footprints inside where there was 
plenty of ashes and other charred materials The only indistinct 
and indefinite indication are the conclusions arrived at by the 
nni icing of a plank hfiV'iig tK*:n removed and place! inside the 
Thedap'pilh showing that some people had made themselves 
comfortable to sleep and also the missing of rice and other 
provisions from wbidh only one eonld n-nchide that sun-.s pe' 
sons have remained in premises of the temple for a long 
period. 

No human being conW poi-ihly kfe i v hues,- to this eriiv-. 
unless by an extraordinary coincidence somebody happens to be 
there at the Lime of the commission of the crime, This extra¬ 
ordinary coincidence has not happened in this ease and this 
handicap can well be* Imagined 

The belated report of the occurrence of nearly twenty 
Hairr, is by itself a circumstance which would dishearten any 
Police Officer when be is asked to handle this. case. Because 
it is a well known principle in the science of investigation 
that the earlier the Police Officer reaches the scene, the easier 
for him So get vluea for the investigation This n another 
unfortunate circumattinw; in this case, 

The Ponce Officers arc left to Themselves in the wilderness 
to stiii .for tr- t!i The i-: vestige ting officer in , hi'" case ‘inf 
Lo start th? investigation on po.seible theories and conclusions 







at 

mo**? or less on nothing, It is auer many days of analytical 
^tndy and bstrd thinking. applying mutmuf thoughts imA pro¬ 
ceeding on true -md correct Hues, Lite movements of a number 
of people m the area during the relevant period had to- be 
brought to light. And i; is- .li this troeess that Hit uremnstaij- 
tml ,:viiJeu!.e detailed ive-ie brought to light and *:o]idti- 

itfiotL-i iiiTived st, iiointiiig *mi icasmiflbk* suspicion agaiiml Hi-- 
pareoafl me^Uuitiad above. 

A& ali-:£kdy incut] oued. dii'&ct evidence in an impossibility 
and Lhe next best is to depend upon circumstantial evidence. 
If 'ids circumstaMid evident is of sueh a nator; • ■ r > to h- 
admissiblc in lsw p certainly the offenders would have been 
arrested and charged. In this cn?e, the only persons v/lio could 
speak about the occurrence and other details connected are the 
offenders themselves belonging to the Cliristiau community. 
Their statements, however true, are not admissible in evidence 
unless they an:- confession a 1 have already explained that 
confession of i he offenders in this case is also out of question 
due to the K-iivaLiral aspect of the cam in which the religion is 
involved 

I was placed on special duty only on the £th of September 
1950 I had m occasion to see the case diaries of the investi¬ 
gation made till then Kmihu|iappan and some members of his 
party had bean contacted by previous investigating officere of 
this case and to them it appeared that the party liad no hand 
in this case. On a perusal of the case diary, I find that the 
I; : riy had been eliminated This chmuistion if the 1'iie? ■ j t 
the investigation and the eouduv-ons riv-d ft by mo are to *;■? 
followed certainty stands as a block against the legal value of 
thu confession. if at ah forthcoming from them* 

The guardians of the forests are themselves privy to the 
offence. Paih, tiu Game watcher, is one of the persons who Is 
suspected in this &&se about whose conduct f have detailed 
above, This is another unfoitomtc tin mmstance and one of the 
primary inherent defects. 

Nilak&ntan* the Malayan Pandarair traced only on 

22-8-1950. Thus his evidence became belated* Nobody U at 
fault for not tracing him because he is a wandering Malayan 
Fandi™ in the wild forests. 

The motive of the- triune brought out during the Itivestigfi- 
tion being religion And Christ. LiiL.- 1 being- tespouslbie for tbt 
offence, any information mi- clue leading to Llie detection was 
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hi impossibility masiimich as all the route* leading from die 
[.Inin are in majority LuUal-itM by Christians TfefS nun'.uiirlii.iv 
estate owners tuns ftJMO Christ ]&eb. 

I have arrived al a final stisj#?- of \h$ investigation of this 
o ftBC and T have submitted the details of ihe investigations 
made by mo and by my wwisLw.H »vdh my .sohelneionH arrived 
at ou the evidence ebllficted ■" 1111 r5i ' Exports luvestigiiticiijs 
made so Tar from day to day have also hero submitted, I wia j 
to aubniH llvil no further useful pmjjose enn be flt-rwd by 
enntmtiing the Investigation unless Li bp that u corfewion ia 
forthcoming In place Lhc matter before a Court of Law As 
such, 1 am tjubmittlng my final report. 

1 reqiiL’Ht that the Hovernmeul may be pleased to advise 
further on the disposal 1 of the caac. 

A rough sketch of Sabarinmta and saJWotnjdlags t« herewith 
submitted for favour of perusal. 

K, Kssava Menon, 
Deputy inspector Cietittral 
of Police, Si. B.. G t.D.. 
(on special duty! 


{True copy! 



